
Old Mi l l  High School   

On October 20, teachers 

were presented with 

“Signature Connections,” 

a tool designed to allow 

them to quickly and easi-

ly connect course con-

tent to our Signature: 

International Economics 

& Finance theme.  

 

The Signature Connec-

tions prompts and stems 

were created with the 

feedback and support of 

the school-based signa-

ture team. Teachers can 

use the prompts as drill 

questions, exit tickets, 

formal or informal dis-

cussion starters, or as 

vehicles for more in-

depth exploration of top-

ics.  

 

More importantly, Signa-

ture Connections allows 

for natural links between 

classroom content and 

practical, real-world ap-

plication of knowledge. 

Not every prompt will 

work all the time for every 

particular course or topic. 

However, they should al-

low teachers to provide 

relevance through an eco-

nomic or financial lens.  

 

Additionally, teachers do 

not have a lot of time for 

deviation from the weighty 

curricula they are already 

tasked with covering. Sig-

nature overlays, while still 

a viable and practical way 

to examine content 

through our Signature 

theme, can be time con-

suming. Signature Con-

nections, on the other 

hand, can allow for quick 

and easy  application of 

Signature in a variety of 

ways.  

 

We frequently lament the 

fact that our students do 

not have any basic eco-

nomic or financial literacy 

knowledge. Signature Con-

nections can help teach-

ers bridge that gap 

through their specific content. 

As the use of Signature Con-

nections grows, students will 

become more comfortable 

applying content to their lives.  

 

Finally, the use of Signature 

Connections will satisfy the 

Signature component of the 

updated walk-through docu-

ment.  

 

Consider including Signature 

Connections in content team 

meetings and planning ses-

sions. Even occasional usage 

should prove useful when tack-

ling content that has real-world 

application.  

 

Staff will participate in a Signa-

ture Connections professional 

development training on Feb-

ruary 8, but if you would like 

some support as you institute 

the use of Signature Connec-

tions in your classroom, please 

contact Joshua White, Signa-

ture Program Facilitator.  
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Old Mill HS Mission: 

 The mission of Old Mill 
High School, a community 
rich in diversity with a mul-
titude of programs, is to 
promote academic excel-
lence and global perspective 
through collaboration and 
self-assessment in an effort 
to prepare productive citi-
zens in an ever-changing 
world.  

AVID Mission:  

 The mission of AVID is to 
close the achievement gap 
by preparing all students for 
college readiness and suc-
cess in a global society.  

Signature Mission:  

 The mission of the Interna-
tional Economics & Fi-
nance Signature is to help 
students develop a sense of 
individual responsibility, 
learn life and career skills, 
gain business, finance, and 
economic skills, and the 
critical thinking skills neces-
sary to achieve the highest 
levels of personal, academ-
ic, and career success.  
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expect to be asked on any giv-

en interview.  

 

Guests included the Signature 

ICST Chairman Michael Schutt,  

a commercial lender with Bay 

Vanguard; Veronica Boreland, 

Employment Services Specialist 

at AACC; Trish Povlitz, Human 

Resources Generalist with 

Carefirst; and Scott Wallace of 

the Anne Arundel Workforce 

Development Corporation. Tiffa-

ny Scales, Relationship Manag-

er at Education Systems FCU, 

also participated in the ses-

sions.  

 

The 40 minute presentations 

helped prepare juniors for the 

Mock Interview program in No-

vember, and hopefully will serve 

them beyond the practice inter-

views as they seek out jobs and 

careers moving forward. If noth-

ing else, Old Mill kids now un-

derstand what interviewers look 

for during the interview process 

and can approach an interview 

more objectively.  

In an effort to better prepare 

our students for the Mock 

Interview Program, English 11 

students attended a Resume 

& Interview Prep Workshop on 

October 11-12.  

 

The workshop featured sever-

al guest speakers who spoke 

to kids about the interview 

process. Topics included prop-

er interview attire, the im-

portance of body language, 

and commonly asked inter-

view questions students could 



Signature: International Economics 
& Finance:  

 Nov. 1 Field Trip: Civil 

Engineering Fair, Explorations 
& Tech Ed.  

 Nov. 2 Guest Speaker: Investing 

in your Future, Explorations 4B 

 Nov. 4 Field Trip: Eco City Farm, 

Nutrition  

 Nov. 10-11 Mock Interview 

Program 

 Nov. 15 Field Trip: Oriole Park , 

Explorations, AP Econ 

 Nov. 16 Field Trip: 

Environmental Summit, 
Broadneck HS 

 Nov. 30 Guest Speaker, FBI 

Forensic Photographer  

 Nov. 30 AACC Reps, Business & 

Law Dept– Media Ctr, PRIDE Pd. 
 
AVID:  

 Nov. 17 AVID Student 

Leadership Conference 

Upcoming Events :   

to graduate 8 Signature stu-

dents. Again, these students 

will have the opportunity to 

complete a capstone project or 

an internship to meet Signature 

standards.  

 

The Class of 2019 is on track to 

graduate 23 students, while the 

current crop of 9th grade stu-

dents has 32 potential Signa-

ture graduates in its ranks.  

 

In order to 

complete 

the Signa-

ture: Inter-

national 

Economics 

& Finance 

program, 

students 

must com-

plete 4 total credits in Signature

–related courses. All students 

are required to complete Explo-

rations I and either a capstone 

project (.5 credits) or an intern-

ship (1 credit). Students have 

the flexibility to take Signature 

related courses based on their 

personal or professional inter-

ests.  

 

While these are program-

specific students, Signature at 

The number of Old Mill stu-

dents exposed to the Signa-

ture: International Economics 

& Finance is steadily growing. 

Teachers are making connec-

tions in class, hosting speak-

ers to support their content, 

and getting kids out of the 

building.  

 

As more teachers take ad-

vantage of Signature opportu-

nities, our students will begin 

to see some common threads 

woven through all of their 

classes.  

 

83 students have taken the 

introductory International 

Economics & Explorations I 

course since Fall 2014. This 

year, 38 students will com-

plete Explorations I, including 

32 9th grade students.  

 

Additionally, 6 seniors are 

expected to complete the 4 

credit Signature program this 

year. These students will 

complete either a capstone 

project or participate in a 

135-hour internship in order 

to satisfy Signature require-

ments.  

 

The Class of 2018 is on track 

Old Mill is also whole-school. To 

that end, students throughout the 

building have the ability to attend 

field trips and teachers can host 

guest speakers who connect class 

content to the real world. With a  

number of trips scheduled for No-

vember, over 100 students will get 

out of the building for field experi-

ences.  

 

A number of guest speakers have 

been in the building so far this year, 

with several more 

scheduled in the next 

two months. Notably, 

a forensic photogra-

pher from the FBI will 

be visiting Old Mill at 

the end of November 

to discuss the pho-

tography profession 

and careers in the 

FBI.  

 

Signature gives teachers an oppor-

tunity to connect their students 

with opportunities and skills that 

will be useful after high school. 

Interested in getting Signature into 

your class? Contact Joshua White, 

Signature Program Facilitator, to 

see how Signature at Old Mill can 
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Joshua White 

Signature Program Facilitator  

Phone: 410-969-9010 x 277 

E-mail: jtwhite@aacps.org 

 

Emily Gordon 

AVID Site Coordinator 

Phone: 410-969-9010 

Email: ecgordon@aacps.org 

Patriots are: 
 Productive. Respectful. Involved. Determined. Empowered.  

Old Mill  

High School 

Dr. Kevin Hamlin, Principal   

Signature Program Notes:  

 Have you connected your content to our Signature theme? Are you planning to? Contact the 

Signature office if you would like to earn some extra cash for developing Signature-themed 

overlays in your content area!  

 The Old Mill High School Mock Interview Program takes place on November 10-11 in the 

Media Center. All English 11 students will participate in an interview experience which will 

help prepare them for the real thing. If you know of anyone who would be interested in partic-

ipating as an interviewer, please contact Joshua White, Signature Program Facilitator, for more 

information and to sign up.  

AVID: What’s Happening! 

 Old Mill and AVID will host the annual AVID Student Leadership Conference on Thursday, 

November 17. Students from all around the county will come together for student-led activi-

ties. See Emily Gordon, AVID Site Coordinator, for more information.  

Visit OMHS on the web!  

www.oldmillhs.org 

AVID Organizational Tip:   

 Encourage students to use PRIDE 

affectively– get them in your room!  

 Collaborate with your colleagues! 

Identify best practices and share 

your plans with others! Content team 

meetings should focus on closing 

the achievement gap for ALL stu-

dents in the content areas.  


